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schools, students benefit

Group matches teachers’ requests to donors’ intentions

BY DIETTE COURREGE
The Post and Courier

indergarten teacher Tammy
Bloser can plan lessons for her
students that incorporate a digital
camera or a laptop and projector.
Neither she nor her school, Mid-
land Park Elementary, paid for
those or for other precious and
pricey items — more than $6,400
worth — for her classroom. Bloser
got them from DonorsChoose. ‘
“It’s the best thing that’s happened
to me since I've been teaching,” said
Bloser, a 26-year veteran. “There’s
always resources you need for your
class that the school can’t purchase.”

On the Web

To learn more about the program
or to give money to a local teacHer,

go to www.donorschoose.org

DonorsChoose matches teachers™

requests to donors, who can pick
where their money goes. The pro-
gram started in South Carolina in

October 2005 and has raised more

than $430,000 for needy teachers’
projects. Charleston i5 one of the
most active counties in the state,
with nearly $90,000 being donated
to more than 150 projects.

While the organization has done -

well in South Carolina, Katie Bis-

bee, executive director for the state’s
program, has concerns about what
will happen when DonorsChoose
is launched nationwide this fall.
Roughly 75 percent of donors giv-
ing to projects in South Carolina
are from out of state, and Bisbee
said it’s more difficult to find do-
nors for projects in South Carolina
than in North Carolina.
Donors likely will want to give to
projects in their home states, and it’s
going to be a continual challenge to
get donors to give to local projects,
she said. Still, most of the money
donated to state teachers has come
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Tanesha Davis. (ieft), 5, reads a book while friend Daranasa Ru:
Reading Center in Tammy Bloser’s kindergarten classrooma
received funding from DonorsChoose to buy a bookshelf for the center.

peek Thursday atthe
mentary School. Bloser
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rom in-state corporations and
oundations, she said.

“I think it’s an exciting time

n South Carolina because we’re
till growing,” Bisbee said.

The program appealed to donor
oanna Shumaker because it al-
owed her to pick local schools
nd projects to fund, and the

vorking mom said she didn’t have

o have to be a millionaire to af-
ord a project. A strong supporter
f arts education, Shumaker test-
d the system by choosing a class
hat needed art supplies.

She was excited to receive pic-
ures from the class using the
:onstruction paper and paint she
unded, and was impressed with
e ease of the donation process.”

she got her two children involv-

ng in selecting another project,
ind she’s waiting for pictures of

students using their new African
drums, she said. “I want to do

- some more,” she said.

‘Bloser, the kindergarten teacher,
has had 12 proposals funded, and
she’s hoping her next five also will.

“It’s really been beneficial to the
kids,” she said.

Bloser’s proposals extend beyond
her classroom’s needs. More than
95 percent of the school’s students
are low income, and many don’t
have books at home. Bloser wrote
a proposal for 20 books for every
student in her class to be able to
keep books at home, and a donor
paid for the roughly 400 books.

Her students, along with their
siblings and parents, many of
whom are learning English, use
the books, and she said those
have helped with their reading.

She sees the resources she’s got-

‘ten from DonorsChoose affecting

students’ scores and achievement.

“I can’t believe other teachers

-aren’t doing this,” Bloser said.
The PTA at Fort Dorchester El-

ementary became involved with
DonorsChoose this year by orga-
nizing a $5,000 “challenge grant”
to match each dollar donated by
community members through
the site.

So far, 12 ideas for creative class-
room activities have been submit-

ted and $2,680 has been donatec
“We are hoping to double the

amount of money that we can

feed back to our teachers,” said

- Kim Russo, the school’s PTA vi

pres1dent.

Mindy B. Hagen contributed1
this report. Reach Diette
Courrégé at 937-5546 or
dcourrege@postandcourier.con




